
 
          Monday, September 6, 2016.  

 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 

Welcome to grade 5/6!  I’d like to take this opportunity to introduce myself and our classroom.  I have been 
teaching at St. Mary’s since 1994.  I love this school and I am proud to be a part of it.  This will hopefully be a year of 
tremendous growth for your child.  Children of this age are extremely capable, and their willingness to take risks in 
their learning enable them to accomplish things they did not know they could.  I want your child to be excited to come 
to school each day.  I believe learning should be a healthy combination of fun and hard work.  I praise children when 
they take on challenges and put forth their best effort.  By the end of this year, my ultimate goal is for your child to 
leave grade 5 or 6 as an independent, responsible, and motivated learner. 

 
Teaching cooperation is one of my most important instructional goals.  Mutual respect and responsibility will 

be stressed throughout the year.  Every student deserves a calm, positive classroom climate for maximum learning to 
occur.  To facilitate student success, classroom expectations will be very clear.  Through guiding the students to make 
good decisions about their behaviour, they will become increasingly independent and responsible young adults.  Our 
classroom rules are posted in the room and are as follows: 

1. We treat everyone with respect (in our actions and words). 
2. During lessons we take turns when speaking, and we raise our hand first. 
3. We follow directions the first time. 
4. We come to school ready to work (with books, pencils, agenda). 
5. We work quietly. 
Positive recognition is always given to children who demonstrate respect for others, and make an effort to 

enhance our learning environment.  However, sometimes consequences need to be given if children choose not to 
follow our classroom rules. 

 
Being prepared and organized is the first step to being successful.  In addition to needing daily school supplies 

(pencils, eraser, ruler, glue stick, scissors, colouring pencils, markers, and YES a calculator), the students also require 
gym clothes and indoor shoes.  It is imperative that your child returns, each day, the textbooks and notebooks that 
have been brought home.  We will be using computers and iPads regularly, so I ask that your child also bring in their 
own ear buds (labelled), at your earliest convenience.  They will be kept in the classroom for the entire year. 

 
As a parent myself, I know that regular home and school communication is vital to keeping you informed of 

what your child is learning.  When you and I are working together, your child will be much more likely to excel.  I plan 
to communicate with you on a regular basis in the following ways: 

• Agendas:  they are an excellent tool to help everyone keep track of daily assignments, and to practice lifelong 
skills of organization and time management.  I will initial the agenda each night, and it is really important that 
you do the same. 

• ‘Remind’:  This tool is fantastic!  Please see the attached detailed information on how to sign up.  I typically 
have all of my parents participating.  Our school board has greatly reduced how many photocopies we are 
allowed make.  So this year I will attach all classroom newsletters, rubrics, etc. to messages I sent out through 
this Remind App.  Please register tonight to stay informed.  Thank you. 

• Our classroom website:  Please have a look at this tonight if possible.  You will find it by going to our 
school’s site (smc.schools.smcdsb.on.ca), then selecting ‘For Students’ >Gr5/6 –Moneypenny.  Read our 
class homepage.  From there, you can select other sub-pages.  The ‘Daily Work’ page is like a daily blog.  



Each night I try to post the day’s work by 4:00 p.m.  This is really helpful if your child was absent and wants to 
get a start on what they missed.  On our class website you will also find copies of classroom newsletters (like 
this one), and lots of other helpful information.  Parents and students have found it to be a great resource in 
the past, and I hope you will too.  Check it out!  If you have a QR scanner on your phone, you can access the 
website here: 

 

 
 
At this age level, you can expect your child to have some homework most nights.  Some children work faster than 

others, but all should plan to set aside time each evening to complete unfinished school work, review newly learned concepts, or 
simply to read.  We will do Math and Language every day.  The most important thing you can do to support your child’s learning 
is to encourage and support reading at home.  If your child is having difficulty, not completing work, or not meeting classroom 
expectations, I will notify you so that we can work together to help him/her succeed. 

 
There are some curriculum specifics that I would like make note of at this time: 

1.  Math:  I have been stressing that the students know their times tables.  We have a lot of math concepts to cover, and we 
move quickly.  Children that know their number facts feel more confident, and generally have more success in all areas.  Thanks 
for your assistance in quizzing them at home – it really helps.  I am going to try transitioning the students from a math notebook 
to a binder, with 3-ring lined paper.  I will give the grade 5 students a notebook, but they will also be putting this into a binder.  
The binders enable them to keep all notes, tests and help sheets organized.  Please send in a 1 ½” to 2” binder, as well as 3 
dividers by Friday.  The inexpensive, plain binders fit the desks the best. 
2.  Language:  We use technology (computers and iPads) regularly.  Some tools that your child will be using to enhance their 
learning include: 

• Google Apps for Education -  I will be reviewing with them how to access and use their school board accounts for 
Google Docs and Google Mail.  These are tools they will be using until they graduate from grade 12.  They will soon be 
able to show you how this works, as they are able to access their accounts from home. 

• Spelling City – This is a website where I post my spelling lists.  Spelling words will always relate to what we are doing in 
class, and include classroom vocabulary.  There will be a new list of words about every 2-3 weeks.  Information on how 
to access our spelling words online, using ‘Spelling City’ will be coming home soon.  (It is also available as an App!) 
 
Please mark on your calendar our Meet the Teacher Night, which will take place on Thursday, September 29th.    I am 

looking forward to an exciting year where your child and I will enjoy learning together.  Should you have any questions or 
concerns, please feel free to contact me at the school (445-6132).  

         Sincerely, 

         Mrs. Tina Moneypenny 
  
 
 


